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‘‘SEC. 129A. PROHIBITION ON STEERING WITH RE-

SPECT TO HOME MORTGAGE LOANS. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—In connection with a 

home mortgage loan, a mortgage broker or 
creditor may not— 

‘‘(1) steer, counsel, or direct a consumer to 
rates, charges, principal amount, or prepay-
ment terms that are more expensive for that 
which the consumer qualifies; or 

‘‘(2) make, provide, or arrange for any con-
sumer credit transaction secured by a con-
sumer’s principal dwelling that is more ex-
pensive than that for which the consumer 
qualifies. 

‘‘(b) DUTIES TO CONSUMERS.—If unable to 
suggest, offer, or recommend to a consumer 
a home loan that is not more expensive than 
that for which the consumer qualifies, a 
mortgage originator shall— 

‘‘(1) based on the information reasonably 
available and using the skill, care, and dili-
gence reasonably expected for a mortgage 
originator, originate or otherwise facilitate 
a suitable home mortgage loan by another 
creditor to a consumer, if permitted by and 
in accordance with all otherwise applicable 
law; or 

‘‘(2) disclose to a consumer— 
‘‘(A) that the creditor does not offer a 

home mortgage loan that is not more expen-
sive than a loan for which the consumer 
qualifies, but that other creditors may offer 
such a loan; and 

‘‘(B) the reasons that the products and 
services offered by the mortgage originator 
are not available to or reasonably advan-
tageous for the consumer. 

‘‘(c) PROHIBITED CONDUCT.—In connection 
with a home mortgage loan, a mortgage 
originator may not— 

‘‘(1) mischaracterize the credit history of a 
consumer or the home loans available to a 
consumer; 

‘‘(2) mischaracterize or suborn the 
mischaracterization of the appraised value of 
the property securing the extension of cred-
it; and 

‘‘(3) if unable to suggest, offer, or rec-
ommend to a consumer a loan that is not 
more expensive than a loan for which the 
consumer qualifies, discourage a consumer 
from seeking a home mortgage loan from an-
other creditor or with another mortgage 
originator. 

‘‘(d) MORTGAGE BROKER DEFINED.—For pur-
poses of this section, the term ‘mortgage 
broker’ means any person who is defined as 
a mortgage broker under applicable State 
law.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for the Truth in Lending Act (15 
U.S.C. 1601 et seq.) is amended by inserting 
after the item relating to section 129 the fol-
lowing new item: 
‘‘Sec. 129A. Prohibition on steering with re-

spect to home mortgage 
loans.’’. 

SA 1029. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the resolution S. Res. 93, a bill 
supporting the mission and goals of 
2009 National Crime Victim’s Rights 
Week, to increase public awareness of 
the rights, needs, and concerns of vic-
tims and survivors of crime in the 
United States, and to commemorate 
the 25th anniversary of the enactment 
of the Victims of Crime Act of 1984; as 
follows: 

Strike all after the resolving clause and in-
sert the following: 

That the Senate— 
(1) supports the mission and goals of 2009 

National Crime Victims’ Rights Week to in-
crease public awareness of the impact of 

crime on victims and survivors, and of the 
constitutional and statutory rights and 
needs of victims; and 

(2) recognizes the 25th anniversary of the 
enactment of the Victims of Crime Act of 
1984 (42 U.S.C. 10601 et seq.). 

f 

NOTICES OF HEARINGS 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public 
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. The hearing 
will be held on Thursday, May 7, 2009, 
at 10:00 a.m., in room SD–366 of the 
Dirksen Senate office building. 

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on a Joint Staff draft 
related to cybersecurity and critical 
electricity infrastructure. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record may do so by 
sending it to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources, US Senate, 
Washington, DC 20510–6150, or by e-mail 
to Gina_Weinstock@energy.senate.gov. 

For further information, please con-
tact Leon Lowery at (202) 224–2209 or 
Gina Weinstock at (202) 224–5684. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, this 
is to advise you that a hearing has 
been scheduled before the Sub-
committee on Energy of the Senate 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. The hearing will be held on 
Thursday, May 7, 2009, at 2:30 p.m., in 
room SD–366 of the Dirksen Senate of-
fice building. 

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on net metering, inter-
connection standards, and other poli-
cies that promote the deployment of 
distributed generation to improve grid 
reliability, increase clean energy de-
ployment, enable consumer choice, and 
diversify our Nation’s energy supply. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record should send it to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources, US Senate, Washington, DC 
20510–6150, or by email to ra-
chellpasternack@energy.senate.gov. 

For further information, please con-
tact Alicia Jackson at (202) 224–3607 or 
Rachel Pasternack at (202) 224–0883. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Armed Services be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Thursday, April 30, 2009, at 9:30 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. Dodd. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Thursday, April 30, 2009, 
at 2:30 p.m., in room SD–366 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Finance be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Thursday, 
April 30, 2009, at 10 a.m., in room 215 of 
the Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Foreign Relations be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, April 30, 2009, at 2:30 p.m., 
to hold a hearing entitled ‘‘Confronting 
Piracy off the Somali Coast.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions be authorized to meet, during the 
session of the Senate, to conduct a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Primary Health Care 
Access Reform: Community Health 
Centers and the National Health Serv-
ice Corps’’ on Thursday, April 30, 2009. 
The hearing will commence at 10 a.m. 
in room 430 of the Dirksen Senate of-
fice building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Thursday, 
April 30, 2009, at 10 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Indian Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Thursday, April 30, 2009 at 9:30 a.m. in 
Room 628 of the Dirksen Senate office 
building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on April 30, 2009 at 2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AIRLAND 
Mr DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Subcommittee 
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on Airland of the Committee on Armed 
Services be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Thursday, 
April 30, 2009, at 2 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION, BORDER 
SECURITY, AND REFUGEES 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, Sub-
committee on Immigration, Border Se-
curity, and Refugees, be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate, 
to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Com-
prehensive Immigration Reform in 
2009, Can We Do It and How?’’ on 
Thursday, April 30, 2009, at 2 p.m., in 
room SD–226 of the Dirksen Senate of-
fice building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT OF MANAGE-

MENT, THE FEDERAL WORKFORCE, AND THE 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs’ Subcommittee on Oversight of 
Government Management, the Federal 
Workforce, and the District of Colum-
bia be authorized to meet during the 
session of the Senate on Thursday, 
April 30, 2009, at 2:30 p.m. to conduct a 
hearing entitled, ‘‘National Security 
Reform: Implementing a National Se-
curity Service Workforce.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Jamie Corey 
and Joel Carron of my staff be granted 
floor privileges for the duration of to-
day’s session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that members of my 
staff, Deborah Katz, Amy Widestrom, 
Matthew Green, Ella Humphry, and 
James Bair be granted the privilege of 
the floor for the duration of the consid-
eration of this bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

AFGHANISTAN INSPECTOR 
GENERAL PERSONNEL ACT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 53, S. 615. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (S. 615) to provide additional per-
sonnel authorities for the Special Inspector 
General for Afghanistan Reconstruction. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 

read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate, and that any statements relating 
to the bill be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 615) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 615 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL AUTHORI-

TIES FOR THE SPECIAL INSPECTOR 
GENERAL FOR AFGHANISTAN RE-
CONSTRUCTION. 

Section 1229(h) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008 (Public 
Law 110–181; 122 Stat. 381) is amended by 
striking paragraph (1) and inserting the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(1) PERSONNEL.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Inspector General 

may select, appoint, and employ such offi-
cers and employees as may be necessary for 
carrying out the duties of the Inspector Gen-
eral, subject to the provisions of title 5, 
United States Code, governing appointments 
in the competitive service, and the provi-
sions of chapter 51 and subchapter III of 
chapter 53 of such title, relating to classi-
fication and General Schedule pay rates. 

‘‘(B) ADDITIONAL AUTHORITIES.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii), the 

Inspector General may exercise the authori-
ties of subsections (b) through (i) of section 
3161 of title 5, United States Code (without 
regard to subsection (a) of that section). 

‘‘(ii) PERIODS OF APPOINTMENTS.—In exer-
cising the employment authorities under 
subsection (b) of section 3161 of title 5, 
United States Code, as provided under clause 
(i) of this subparagraph— 

‘‘(I) paragraph (2) of that subsection (relat-
ing to periods of appointments) shall not 
apply; and 

‘‘(II) no period of appointment may exceed 
the date on which the Office of the Special 
Inspector General for Afghanistan Recon-
struction terminates under subsection (o).’’. 

f 

NATIONAL SEXUAL ASSAULT 
AWARENESS AND PREVENTION 
MONTH 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Judiciary 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration of H. Con. Res. 104, and 
the Senate proceed to its immediate 
consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report the concurrent resolution 
by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 104) 
supporting the goals and ideals of National 
Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention 
Month. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the concur-
rent resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, the motions to re-
consider be laid upon the table, with no 
intervening action or debate, and that 
any statement relating to the bill be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 104) was agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
f 

2009 NATIONAL CRIME VICTIM’S 
RIGHTS WEEK 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Judiciary 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration of S. Res. 93, and the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report the resolution by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 93) supporting the 
mission and goals of 2009 National Crime 
Victim’s Rights Week, to increase public 
awareness of the rights, needs, and concerns 
of victims and survivors of crime in the 
United States, and to commemorate the 25th 
anniversary of the enactment of the Victims 
of Crime Act of 1984. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that a Schumer 
amendment to the resolution be agreed 
to, the resolution, as amended, be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
the motions to reconsider be laid upon 
the table, with no intervening action 
or debate, and that any statements re-
lating to the resolution be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 1029) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

(Purpose: To amend the resolving clause) 

Strike all after the resolving clause and in-
sert the following: 

That the Senate— 
(1) supports the mission and goals of 2009 

National Crime Victims’ Rights Week to in-
crease public awareness of the impact of 
crime on victims and survivors, and of the 
constitutional and statutory rights and 
needs of victims; and 

(2) recognizes the 25th anniversary of the 
enactment of the Victims of Crime Act of 
1984 (42 U.S.C. 10601 et seq.). 

The resolution (S. Res. 93), as amend-
ed, was agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
(The resolution will be printed in a 

future edition of the RECORD.) 
f 

DESIGNATING APRIL 30, 2009, AS 
DÍA DE LOS NIÑOS: CELE-
BRATING YOUNG AMERICANS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 122, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 
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